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for the new regulations to come.

DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS BETWEEN

STATE AND AUTONOMOUS REGIONS

Article 14911 of the Spanish Constitution does
not grant the Spanish State jurisdiction over the
activities of casinos, gambling and betting, Thus
the 17 autonomous regions, with the exception
of Ceuta and Melilla, have assumed exclusive

At the end of 2006 and within the annual State
Budget Law, the Spanish Government changed
some laws in order to criminalize online gaming
and betting activities provided by national

and foreign companies without a Spanish
authorization. Thus, under these new regulations
companies cannot rely on an authorization from a
third country, even from a country within the EU.
The law establishes that the following activities
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Member State may be perfectly justified for reasons
such as public interest, consumer protection, fraud
and crime prevention, public order, trade, cultural,
ethical and economic reasons of the Member State
that receives such services.

Nevertheless, the application of the above
mentioned exception to the basic rule of free
provision of services between Member States must
also be applied in a congruent and fair manner.
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